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An ambulance drives by as family members look on at Pickering's Orchard Villa long-term care home on Wednesday, May 6, 
2020. PHOTO BY VERONICA HENRI /Toronto Sun 


A Canadian justice centre will send a letter Tuesday to the Ontario government and “the most 
egregious” long-term care homes in the province, demanding that essential family 
caregivers be permitted access. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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Jay Cameron, litigation manager at the Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms (JCCF) 
based in Calgary, said they’re demanding an end to the “isolation of seniors” and immediate 
access for family members to care and check on their loved ones. 
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“The isolation of seniors, the disinterest in their care and sometimes abuse is not 
acceptable,” he said Monday. 


“What the (Ontario) government is doing is blurring the lines between care and 
incarceration.” 





LILLEY UNLEASHED: "Heads need to roll" after military report on LTC 
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He said they’ve been inundated with concerns about people’s inability to access their loved 
ones during the COVID pandemic or who are turned away when they try to catch a glimpse of 
family members through a facility’s window. 


He said sometimes family members in the same facility can’t see each other. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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I wrote about one such couple on May 28 — Lawrence and Lillian Haley who’ve been married 
73 years and aren’t permitted to visit each other because they’ re in different wings of 
Fairview Mennonite Home in Cambridge. 
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“That’s outrageous...that’s abuse,” Cameron said. 


He noted that many inquiries are coming to the JCCF from Ontario, which seems to be behind 
“on a number of things.” 


He added that the same thing is happening in hospitals where family members are being 


prevented from seeing their loved ones even if they are dying or are suffering from various 
language and cognitive disabilities. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


“The sorrow and the suffering of the way visitation has been handled in hospitals...there’s 
no words to describe how heartbreaking that is,” he said. 


STROBEL S.O.S. - SAVE OUR SENIORS: Did pandemic elders die in vain?. 
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Family members are willing to do anything, he said, even be wrapped in a plastic bag to see 
their loved ones. 


“They’ll take any precaution that is imposed on them reasonable or unreasonable,” Cameron 
added. “But the interference in the personal lives of Canadians is unforgivable.” 


Robin Nelson, whose mom Ann has been in isolation in Lakefield Extendicare since March 15, 
says her mom is “crying daily” and wants desperately to get out and walk with her dog. 


Ann, aregistered nurse for 52 years who once provided nursing Services for seniors in their 
homes and nursing homes, is 100% dependent on others following her third stroke last 


November. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


Robin says the 79-year-old can’t press a call bell, can’t swallow very well, is a choking risk 
and has to rely on a suction machine, has a feeding tube in her stomach and can’t 
communicate or call out. 


She said the LTC homes are getting set to permit “outside visits” where families can 
schedule a time and can sit and talk to their loved ones from a distance. 


“This is a joke,” she said. “We need to get back inside.” 


Robin says they still refuse to acknowledge the difference between a family visitor and 
Someone was caring for their elderly parent every day, as she was, prior to the lockdown. 
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“I was part of the care team providing essential care services,” she said. “My mom needs me 
to sit with her while she watches a movie, she needs me to do physiotherapy, she needs me to 
be her call bell, she needs me to be sure she Is treated properly. 


“I need to get into (be with) my mom.” 


Cameron says seniors are the “most marginalized people in society” and the coronavirus 
response has made them “even more marginalized and abused. 


“It is sickening.” 
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